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In his typical, humorous fashion,
Alberto reminded us that it simply takes
much time to perfect a bonsai, and that v
you “can’t make a silk purse from a E "E
sow's ear”. Being challenged to create +
something fantastic out of a green is-
land ficus which had been left to its own % o
devices perhaps for too long, Alberto I
set about finding the potential in this B
relatively large but multi-trunked speci- "
men. Removing it from the confines of # 6’ o +
two pots, he dared to cut the whole into °
pieces, salvaging the best features of '
the remains and fashioning two totally new trees. The B
larger of the two will follow the typical green island ficus
shape from nature: a wide, sweeping spread with rela- .,
tively low height. The other will have a twisted trunk and %
be generally more upright. Alberto explained the virtues 1F %
of allowing bonsai in training to grow in natural soil '
amended with plenty of natural fertilizer— rabbit drop- 6 C
pings being the best!— in order to develop large trunks "
and interesting nebari. Bringing a bag of that special “poo”, he donated it to !
the raffle. He also, once again,
generously donated three
hours of his time for a personal,
in-home demo. The lucky win-
ner was new member Ron
Boehm, one of many who was " "
enticed to come to our meeting ! # $%
after visiting the permanent &' "ok oy
exhibit and picking up the new ( ) y T
info flyers posted there. Thank ( /
you, Alberto, for your great
demo — I'm no longer afraid to 00
divide trees— and the gener- ’
ous offer of your expertise!
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Weather Protection &
Location

For tender leafed plants,
the morning sun is best.

Watering

All plants should be
watched carefully. They
may have to be watered
more than once/day.
Heavy rains may cause
erosion of the bonsai soil
and will need to be re-
placed immediately so
the sun will not dry out
exposed roots.

Feeding

Continue feeding pro-
gram - either diluted
once a week or every
other week feeding.

Styling
Continue pruning for
shape.

Repotting
Tropicals only.

Collecting

All tropicals. GOOD time
for buttonwoods.
Special Notes: Air-
layering can be done.
Defoliating can be done

in June (except Japa-
nese maple).

NOTE: The plant must
be well established and
healthy. Leaf prune two
weeks after fertilizing. If
air roots show on ficus,
place where moisture
can be contained around
area of the roots. If but-
tonwood has leaf spot,
use Benomyl as a soil
drench and foliage spray
- follow label.
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Meetings held at Selby Botanical Garden

811 South Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236

Every SECOND Wednesday of month @ 7pm
Through wooden gate at Selby Mansion, left to Activity Center

Upcoming Meetings: June 7*, July 14, August 11
info@shofubonsai.org www.shofubonsai.org *special date & place!
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