SHO FU BONSAL

Dueling Bonsai
From The President

By John Petterson

¢ had a great start for the new

year with dueling bonsai.

Ernie Fernandez worked on

an Australian pine while
Dorothy Schmitz styled a juniper (see
photos on page 3). Ernie is the artist
and did a lot of grinding and cutting
while creating a windswept style.
Dorothy is the technician, and after much wiring, jin-
ing, and shari, created an interesting old tree. Both
Ernie and Dorothy won competition awards at last
year’s state convention.

Gloria Champer won the pine in the raffle and
Timmie Stewart was the successful bidder in the auction for the
juniper.

February’s program will be a real tropical treat. Pedro
Morales from Puerto Rico will be our guest master. His
experience and knowledge of tropical bonsai is extensive.
Pedro and his wife conducted a demo and workshop for
Sho Fu a couple of years ago and it was terrific and proba-
bly had the highest attendance of any event in the last three
years.

We will begin a monthly Show and Tell table in February.
Please bring special, finished, unfinished, unusual or problem
trees and plants to each meeting for other members to enjoy or
help you with. The Show and Tell display table can be a very
important teaching tool for all of us, especially new members,
so please bring in your trees for display or review.

Every other month we will have a general raffle of items
donated by members. Thanks to everyone who brought in items
in January. Be on the lookout for things you can donate for
March.

The exhibit committee for the state convention in Gainesville
is asking for at least one bonsai from each club. If you would
like to submit a tree, please notify me by January 31 and bring
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it to our February 2 meeting. Pictures of the trees are
due to BSF March 1; we will give them as much time
to get over the winter blues as we can.

Thanks again to Past President Joe Moreno
and the officers and directors who led us
in 2005. It was a great year with quality

events and programs. Lois Bennett and

Julie Trigg have both retired from the

board and we will miss them.

We welcome new board

members Lisa Weber, Phil
Hummel and vice presi-
dent/program chair

Erik Wigert. Erik has
an awesome year
planned for us, as you
will see on our sched-
ule.
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Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the family of Arnold
Adams in this time of sor-

row. Arnold was a long
time member and contrib-
utor to Sho Fu.

The above Juniper photo was taken at the National
Arboretum by club member Kathie Janssen during her
visit there this summer. She has more excellent photos
that we will use in future newsletters, or maybe we can
persuade her to put them up on our website.

Our Loss
It is with sadness that we announce the death of our
long-time member Arnold Adams. He passed away
on January 7th. Sho Fu has lost a true friend.

Next Meeting Feb. 2nd.

Program: Pedro Morales

This world renowned Bonsai Master of Puerto
Rico, presents great Powerpoint lectures with his
programs. He was 2nd runner up in this year’s

World Bonsai Competition!

Meeting starts at 7:00 PM Waterside
4540 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota

Board meeting Feb. 2nd. 6:00 PM
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Above: Pope uses
the “comealong”
to help free a
clump of cypress.
Left: Yes, that is
my purse hanging
in the tree. Don’t
ask me why I took
a purse on a
digging trip!
Right: Mary'’s
helper Pope.

Collecting Continued from pg.2

that I had seen on the way in and and then made a late night
shopping trip to Winn Dixie (of all places) where I purchased
a sweat shirt so I could have something to sleep in and dry
shoes for the next morning. Mary had offered her place but
said “I would have to bunk in with George” since he had her
extra room, but I said “I don’t think so.”

The next morning I drove back to Mary’s where she,
George and [ tried sorting out all the collected trees. And boy
was that hard. I think I may have ended up with one of
George’s that I thought at the time was mine. When I got
home and took a better
look, I discovered that
it may, in fact, be a
tree that George dug.

But we got some
beauties. All in all, we
probably collected 25-
30 trees of all sizes.
Well, Mary will swear
that she only collected
small ones but her
meaning of small is
not what other people
understand the work to
mean.

I got home around
noon on Thursday,
Peter helped me plant
most of the trees and
now I have to get the
newsletter out before
the end of the day.

Sitting here with Sam
Adams in hand, all
muscles aching, I am happy to put this edition of Sho Fu
news to bed.
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