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     and 4/5 of trunk is exposed. 
Ernie and several Sho Fu members 
brought some nice trees for the raffle.  
I understand that Vito is back to his 
winning ways.  Unfortunately, I spent 
most of the afternoon of April 8 on the 
side of Route 41 with brake trouble, 
and I missed the meeting. 

Mike has lined up what promises 
to be both an informative and fun 
meeting for May.  My friend, Hector 
Ruiz from Puerto Rico, will be enter-
taining and teaching us with a demo.  
Please check the Florida Bonsai Au-
tumn 2008 cover article “Campeche” 
for my story about collecting these 
specimens in Puerto Rico with Hector. 

Now is the time for vigorous 
spring growth in your bonsai.  Take 
time to enjoy your bonsai while you 
are working with them during the next 
several weeks.                             Erik�
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Thank you to Ernie Fer-
nandez and Dorothy 

Schmitz for once again joining us at 
our April meeting.  Dorothy com-
mented on the development of her 
black pine that she styled last fall and 
donated to the permanent Selby ex-
hibit.  Also, she discussed several 
other black pines that Sho Fu mem-
bers brought in for review.   

At the same time, Ernie critiqued 
and styled members’ tropical trees. He 
reminded us of important guideline 
ratios from John Naka —  

1 to 6 – trunk diameter to height 
1 to 5 is more masculine 
1 to 7 is more feminine. 
Literati style: 1/5 of trunk is foliage  
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The weather was perfect for nine 
Sho Fu members arriving with 
plenty of plant material on which 
to work.  Barbara, Lois, and Tim-
mie offered opinions—and occa-

sional hands-
on guidance 
—for mem-
bers’ trees. 
Plenty of styl-
ing, repotting 
and continuous conversation made for a pleas-
ant three hours. The group was asked to decide 
if the Selby location is desirable for work-
shops. After two sessions during “season” at 
this location, hop-
ing to gain public-
ity for the club, it 
was the consensus 
of those in atten-
dance that the fa-
cilities at The Plant 
Place, especially 
the shade for up-
coming hot 
months, were bet-
ter suited for workshops.  Future workshops 
the Saturday following monthly meetings will 
be held at The Plant Place, which has an added 
benefit of offering trees & supplies for sale. 
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Meetings held at Selby Botanical Garden 

811 South Palm Avenue 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

Every SECOND Wednesday of month @ 7pm 
Through wooden gate at Mansion to Activity Center 

 

Upcoming Meetings: May 13, June 10, July 8 

info@shofubonsai.org    www.shofubonsai.org 
 

239-896-5549   wigertsbonsai@embargmail.com 
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