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Not too often do we get to
see where our bonsai come
from, or how they grow in
nature. Thanks to Hector Ruiz, we did
at the May meeting! He brought a
DVD from Puerto Rico showing the
Escambron (Clerodendrum aculeatum)
in its natural habitat., and the early
morning collection efforts to procure
several large specimens,. We all saw
the effort that goes into collecting such
a thorny specimen! Hector then styled
an escambron for the raffle. Time was
short, so he did not get to his second
tree, but we raffled it as well any-
way! It was a treat to see such unique
material styled.

At our meeting, Barbara Misantone
made a wonderful offer to match any
donations made for stage two of our
permanent exhibit -- up to an amount
of $2,500.00 or through July, which-
ever comes first. We are hoping to

construct a moon gate and open bam-
boo divider immediately in front of the
exhibit stands. Contact Cindy Peter-
son and remind her you want the
matched donation. Thank you so
much, Barbara, for enabling members
to double the impact of their donations
during the next month still!

We had a short-notice change of
schedule for June and were unable to
have Hector Morales with us. Instead, |
asked Jason Osborne, who is a stu-
dent of mine and a member of the
Kyuhon Yose Study Group, to conduct
a demo. Jason held a powerpoint
presentation and demo on a field
grown Brazilian Rain Tree. | will pot
the tree and bring it to our meetings
every few months to display its pro-
gress. We will have a special raffle for
this tree at our holiday party and work-
shop meeting in December.

Adam Lavigne will be doing a demo
on a Campeche in July. In addition
to styling, he will be carving and pot-
ting the Campeche for the raffle at the

end of the
demo. Adam
was well-
received during
a demo for Sho
Fu last spring,
and he again
helped us out in
November by
presenting a demonstration during
“Under the Banyans” show. He spe-
cializes in carving, and is an expert at
sharpening his own tools to his satis-
faction.

Remember that we suspended
workshops at the Plant Place until later
this year when cooler weather returns.

Lastly, the Barbados cherry | col-
lected before the May meeting at
Selby is pushing new growth and flow-
ers. There are even a few cherries on
itt To see an example of a Barbados
cherry | have been working on for two
years, visit my website at
www.wigertsbonsai.com and view the
gallery page. - Erik
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An especially pro- 5 '( 4
ductive workshop (the 3
last for the summer _ . 53
months) took place in -
May when only Lois -
Bennet, Barbara 4 1
Bauman, Gerry Genn, o
and Kay Karioth ar- ¥ 13
rived to do serious 9 3 4
) # 10172
work on some of their fa-
vorite trees. With only four
members present, plenty of
styling and repotting was
possible. It was quite
warm, but the shade giver
by the + # *
oak tree L9 [
made it pleasant. Since Kay is our | 924 c
official photographer, she is unfortu- | _ Y
nately never shown in any of the pic: + . 4
tures. Thank you, Kay, for always !
being there for the club to capture th 9< >)
people and events! 7 4
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Meetings held at Selby Botanical Garden
811 South Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236
Every SECOND Wednesday of month @ 7pm
Through wooden gate at Mansion to Activity Center

Upcoming Meetings: July 8, August 12, September 9
info@shofubonsai.org www.shofubonsai.org

239-896-5549 wigertsbonsai@embargmail.com
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