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Adam Lavigne joined us at our July 
meeting to work on a seemingly 
boring specimen of Campeche 
(harvested in Puerto Rico) which 
he turned into an absolute master-
piece by using electricity (isn’t that 
cheating?)  Clear to anyone who 
attended the July meeting is the 
fact that Adam LOVES power 
tools! And not just any kind….he 
prefers certain types and brands 
for their performance and durabil-
ity. One thing which can be said 
about his equipment of choice — 
it’s powerful! To the point that with-
out some type of restraint, the fine tuning of rotations is im-
possible. So what does Adam use to control the power? — a 
simple gadget similar to (if not the same as) a sewing ma-
chine pedal, which allows him total control of the RPMs of 

those powerful rotary gadgets. Adam 
carefully studied the overall shape and 
contours of the tree he brought, re-
moved some extraneous live limbs in 
his way, wired what he deemed worthy 
to leave, then started making outra-
geous amounts 
of fine red dust, 
which turned 
black with time. 
The Campeche 
is a tree which 

has a very red core when first ex-
posed. Once removed from its 
source, the pulp turned a purple-ish 
black on everything it touched, espe-
cially Adam’s skin! Two attendees 
who seemed especially interested 
were the grandsons of Gerry and 
Willy. And if the truth be known, I too 
got a certain kick out of watching the 
progress achieved with electricity 
and steel bits.  The final product was  
stunning compared to the initial view 
of this tree. Way to go, Adam! 
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Mike and Julie were quite the 
team, working on distinctly dif-
ferent  demo specimens and 
techniques. They had met at 
Erik’s nursery on a particularly 
hot and humid day some weeks 
ago to choose the specimens 
they would work on. Both were 

ready to 
leave the 
minute they 
arrived, but 
toughed it 
out in the 
blazing sun 
to scour 
through the 
offerings to 

find just the right 
trees.  Mike chose to 
style and arrange a 
five-tree fukien tea 
forest which came 
from individual trees 
grown from Erik's 
cuttings, by now sev-
eral years old.  Julie 
chose a ficus for styl-
ing into a weeping 
specimen, and a 

lovely twisted trunk Fukien Tea 
which she used to demonstrate 
the technique of thread grafting. 
Valuable information both 
shared with us can be found to 
either side of this article.  
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Meetings held at Selby Botanical Garden 

811 South Palm Avenue 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

Every SECOND Wednesday of month @ 7pm 
Through wooden gate at Mansion to Activity Center 

 

Upcoming Meetings: September 9, October 17, November 4  

info@shofubonsai.org    www.shofubonsai.org 
 

239-896-5549   wigertsbonsai@embargmail.com 
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