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Sho Fu was well represented at 
the Bonsai Societies of Florida  

Annual Convention! 
 

    At least ten Sho Fu members at-
tended the BSF convention in Orlando.  
They got to see an outstanding exhibit 
of approximately 35 trees, including 
Julie’s ficus (which had quite the adven-
ture to arrive here, see page 2).  Atten-
dees got to participate in or observe 
numerous workshops and demos by 
both internationally known and Florida 
artists during the three day convention.  
Our own Mary Madison demo’d a large Fukien Tea.  A particularly interesting 
part of the convention included a lunchtime critique of both the exhibit itself 
and the exhibit trees by Boon Manakitivipart, one of the headliners. 
    Club night generated some outstanding bonsai, including numerous land-
scape scenes.  A number of vendors sold bosai, pre-bonsai, pots and tools 
throughout the three days. At the same time, convention goers participated in 
raffles of various items.  Unfortunately, Miriam was unable to work her magic 
this time! 
    People who wanted a break from the convention went to nearby Epcot to 
observe the Epcot bonsai exhibit that included two of Erik’s trees and one of 
Julie’s trees.  Following the banquet on the final evening of the convention, 
people were able to participate in the auction and get wholesale or less 
prices on high quality bonsai, many of which had been styled by well known 
bonsai artists.                           Continued on Page 2 

���� -���
��
����%��1������

��
�
�	� �
�����������
�	� �
��	

�8
����� ��
�
������ ���

���	

�	�������
<���������������������
������
��	� �

���
���	�

�����������

�
��������-����
� �����	�����$	������	����
�����������

����	��������
��
����	���
�	���
������


���$����	�

����	$����
�
 ������-�����
����������������������
������������������������
���
������
3'��3�

��
���	����������	������������
��	�	<���������
	�����	����

��
����������
�
���	���,�	��������$��	� ������
� ��=�
������������������
����	������������
���

����
��	���

�����	�

����	
��
����	��
	�������	� ���������������

��
���	���

�
�

#�)��9>#��	 ���)	����8�����,	�����



�
�
�����������
�����


��������������������� �����������
��������������
��������������
��������������
������� ��� ����	�������
����	�������
����	�������
����	�������
� ���

���������	�
����
�	��������������������
����
	�	���
������	�������		����������������
���������
���	��
�

���
�����������
�����
���	���	�������	���	���
������
������	���	��
��	
�
 ������
��������
�

!��	���	�����
������
	�������"
��"

��	�#���� ��
"����	���
���$��
�%���
��

��������	�
������
����� ����������������&������
����

��
	�	
����
�������	����
����������'��	�����
�������	��
��
����	�����
������
���	�(����	���

����)��&
��

��*+	�#���
��������� ��� ���
�����
��

���&
�


��
������	�
	��
�����
���	�
���	��#� ��� �����	��
�����	����	�����	�
����
�
 ,
�����
����������-���	����
�������������	������

#�
.��
����
����	���

���	�����

��	����#�
���	��
��
	�����
���	����������	��������/�&��	�
���	�
���
���
��������&
��

��*+#�.��
��������������
����	�������
�	����	
�����
��������

���������	��
�����

��������

������
�����
���#�
�����
,
���#���
����
�����
����,,��	�����
���
����
���
��	
 ���
�����.�����0	��
�	�	����	�
������	�������������

���
����.��������	�������
���	������������
�
���	�
 	��
�����	���������
����	������
��1��	��
�#�
�

���
������
���.���
����		�������	��� �	��������� ���
����
��
���
�	�%
�����	���
���
���
�
���#���	��

2�
,��

����� ���
�����	����	
� #���� ����
��	������	������	���	
����
������
�34�
���	�
�
�/��
�����
����
������
��
������
����
��	�� ���
�������
������
����
	�
��.��
�����
�
����	����	�	����	
���	��5���	�������������/ �

6��� ������
�����		���
���	���� ��

����

����	����
����
����	
������,
��
���"
�����������	
�����	������
�


������6�
����

���������������
��	,
������"
�#�&�����
���$��
����������
	���������

    Congratulations to Erik, John and 
Cindy!  At the annual banquet, John 
and Cindy received the District 7 2009 
Trustee Award for their ongoing work 
on behalf of Sho Fu Bonsai Society 
and bonsai in general. Erik received a 
special outstanding article award 
from Mike Sullivan, editor of BSF 
Magazine, for his article on Campeche, 
gracing the cover and filling 6 pages of 
the Autumn 2008 Florida Bonsai edi-
tion. 
    All in all, a very busy and intensive 
bonsai extravaganza for convention 
goers!!  
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�����Drawing a large 
crowd, Clif Pottberg 
more than made up 
for not being able to 
attend our January 
meeting as planned.  
He brought helpers 
Marian Borchers 
and Gerald Wilson 
(Hukyu BS, Tampa, 
and former Sho FU 
members) to help him with 
styling his juniper and 
transport all his trees to the 
meeting. He brought speci-
mens which can be used to 
create cascades not typically associated 
with this style — such as azalea and dwarf 
podocarpus — as example trees, and the 
juniper he would demo. An assortment of 
pots were also brought in, some of which 
were available for sale, one which was 

chosen to 
be used for 
the juniper 
he styled 
and gener-
ously do-
nated to 
Sho Fu’s 
permanent 

exhibit at Selby. 
   Clif started the evening 
by discussing the various 
types of cascades, what 
causes trees to cascade in 
nature, and the artistic 
element of matching a 
cascade style to the tree 
about to be worked on.   
    Using the board and a 
slide show, he kept us 
entertained with his pow-
erful delivery style, and 
subsequently performing 
his art in the styling of 
the juniper.  The final 
decision on how to dis-
play this tree was al-
lowed to be made by 

those in the audience: through majority 
vote, a choice between two pots was 
felled. Once the tree has been repotted, it 
will join the collection for the permanent 
exhibit. Thank you, Clif! 
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Sho Fu Bonsai Society of Florida 
402 Villas Drive 
Venice, FL 34285 

Sho Fu Society of Sarasota 
Meetings held at Selby Botanical Garden 

811 South Palm Avenue 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

Every SECOND Wednesday of month @ 7pm 
Through wooden gate at Mansion to Activity Center 
Upcoming Meetings: April 8, May 13, June 10 

 

info@shofubonsai.org    www.shofubonsai.org 
 

Erik Wigert, President 
239-896-5549   wigertsbonsai@embargmail.com 

Mike Knowlton,  
    Vice President 
John Petterson,  
    Past President 
Cindy Petterson,  
    Treasurer  
Barbara Missantone,  
    Secretary 
Thelma Thompson, Director 
Lisa Weber, Director  
Richard Dietrich, Director 
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